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4.9 CHALLENGES TO SOVEREIGNTY 
4.9 Explain how political, economic, cultural, and technological changes challenge state sovereignty. 

 
 

CHALLENGES TO STATE SOVEREIGNTY 
 

1. Devolution - States must ______________________ (share) some power to 

____________________________________________ or ____________________________________________ political units 

to ______________________________________________________.  

a. Examples:  

i. Spain: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 

ii. Belgium: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

iii. Canada: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___ 

iv. Nigeria: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

___ 

b. _________________________________________of the state through 

________________________________________________, and a desire 

for________________________________________________________. 

c. When a state cannot _________________________________ these devolutionary forces may result in 

_________________________________ of a state. 

 
 

i. Examples: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

2. Advancements in Communication Technology 

⭐ Time-space compression: The ____________________________________________ between places has been 

_____________________________ due to modern advancements in ___________________________________________ 

and _______________________________________________________________________________________.  

a. Constant connections result in:  
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i. __________________________________________________________ are broadcasted throughout the 

world.  

ii. Access to 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

. 

iii. _____________________________ communication with 

_________________________________________________.  

iv. __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________. 

b. Increases __________________________________________________________ and challenges 

_____________________________________________________, leads to 

_________________________________________________.  

3. Supranational Organizations 

a. An _____________________ of  __________________ or more states that  

__________________________________________ in pursuit of 

________________________________________________________.  

i. __________________________________________________________________________________________

______________  

b. Typically ________________________________________  in scale, but there are some 

______________________________ -> United Nations 
 

SUPRANATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
 

Examples of Supranational Organizations  

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.   

5.   

6.    

7.    

 
Positives of Supranational Organizations 

a. Decrease _____________________________ and promote _____________________________ between member 

states.  

 

 

b. __________________________________________________________-> The Arctic Council works together to 
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research 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________ 

c. __________________________________________________________-> Increased ____________________ and 

bargaining power in order to make more___________________________ for the member nations. (ASEAN, EU) 

i. Reduction of ________________________________________, ____________________ 

and____________________, encouraging ________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________________________________________ -> For __________________________ 

organizations, an ____________________ against one ____________________ is considered as an 

_____________________________ against ________________________________________. 

Negatives of Supranational Organizations 

a. Can challenge ________________________________________ by ________________________________________ 

the 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________.   

The European Union 

 
Characteristics 

 
 
 
 

How could the characteristics be 
problematic for member states?  

 

 

NATO 

How could the characteristics be 
problematic for member states?  

 

 
 
 

  


