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  4.1 HOW IS SPACE POLITICALLY ORGANIZED? 
4.1 For world political maps:  A. Define the different types of political entities. B. Identify a contemporary example of political entities.  

 

TYPES OF POLITICAL ENTITIES  
 

Political Entity  Definition 

 
 

State 

Independent ________________  are the primary building blocks of the world political 

_______________. A state has… 

●   

●   

●   

● Sovereignty: The right of a _____________________________  to 

_____________________________  and ____________________________   its 

_______________________  and determine what happens within its _____________________ .  

●   

Is a country the same thing as a state?  

Political Entity  Definition Example (s) with Descriptions 

 
Nation 

A nation is a group of people with a common 

_____________________ through shared cultural traits 

such as 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________  

: The Maasai in East Africa live in southern 
Kenya and northern Tanzania. They are a 
semi-nomadic ethnic group with a traditional 
culture and language.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nation- 
State 

A nation-state is when the borders of the 

_____________________ match the 

_____________________ of the _____________________- 

a state with (ideally) only one 

_________________________________________________

______________________________________________.   

 

▪  
 
 

▪  
 

 
▪ Denmark  

▫ 86.3% Danish, 75% Lutheran 
▪ Iceland  

▫ 81% Norse/Celtic Heritage; 
67% Lutheran 
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Political Entity  Definition Example (s) with Descriptions 

Stateless 
Nation 

 ●     

●     

●    

VIDEO - What are 4 examples of stateless nations?  

 

Multistate 
Nation 

 

 

 

After the fall of the 

______________________________________________ 

_______________________  ethnic 

________________________  living in former Soviet 

territories such as 

____________________________________________________

_________________ __________________________________ .  

Describe the ethnic makeup of Ukraine and Estonia? 
 
 
What problems might this cause?  
 

 

 
Multinational  

State 
 

A multinational state is a country with various 

_____________________________________________________ within its borders. Example:   

Afghanistan Nigeria 

▪ Ethnic Groups: Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara, 
Uzbek, other (includes smaller 
numbers of Baloch, Turkmen, 
Nuristani, Pamiri, Arab, Gujar, Brahui, 
Qizilbash, Aimaq, Pashai, and Kyrghyz 
(2015)  

Nigeria  
▪ Ethnic Groups: More than 250 
▪ English (official), Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo 

(Ibo), Fulani, over 500 additional 
indigenous languages 

 
 

Autonomous or 
Semi 

Autonomous 
Region 

A location within a state that is given authority to... ●     
 
 

●    

Video: What makes Indian Reservations independent from the U.S.?  


