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https://youtu.be/IG2J0IdHExk?t=23



World Cities

▪ World City: (or global city) a city that is a control center of 
the global economy, in which major decisions are made 
about the world’s commercial networks and financial 
markets.

▪ Cities became centers of trade and seats of power for 
colonizing nations.

▪ Ex. Paris, Singapore, Tokyo, Hong Kong, Los Angeles, 
Sydney, etc.



https://youtu.be/u5XuY04D23s



Definition Examples
Rank-
Size Rule

A pattern of settlements in a country, 
such that the nth largest settlement is 
1/n the population of the largest 
settlement. Most developed nations 
follow this rule unless they have a 
primate city.

City 1:  12/1 = 12 million
City 2: 12/2 = 6 million
City 3: 12/3 = 4 million
City 4: 12/4 = 3 million
City 5: 12/ 5 = 2.4 million

Primate 
City 

The largest settlement in a country, 
must have MORE than 2x the people 
than the second ranking city. It should 
be disproportionately large and a 
leader in national capacity and 
expressions. 
Good Examples: Paris, London, Cairo

1) London             = 7,172,091
2) Birmingham    = 970,892
3) Leeds                = 715,404
4) Glasgow           = 577,869
5) Sheffield          = 512,879



Today’s Assignment 

▪ Complete the Rank-Size Rule vs. Primate City 
Assignment 
▫ Use the link to research the population of 

each country 


